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Europe. In the years immediately after the Great War, when
the whole life of the Ruthenian communities of the devastated
provinces of east Poland depended on their utilizing a few fine
days to sow seed provided by relief committees, the peasants
refused definitely to work on Sundays and saints' days.

The peasant is as often as not a born actor; in early times his
plays and pageants were famous, and these in their primitive
form survive to-day in some parts of Europe, notably in Portu-
gal. The peasant's games and little plays were full of mimicry,
and even to-day the revival in Britain of pageants and village
drama has shown that this peculiar peasant quality has sur-
vived,

Furthermore, his life is by tradition communal, and unless
he is forced into an individualistic mould, as he has been in
Britain and France, he is inclined to co-operation and to work
in joint enterprises with his fellow peasants. He clings closely
to his land, for he feels that so long as there is a plot of land to
be cultivated his family will not starve: and having a hopeful
temperament, he believes that however bad the times are, one
day they will be better. Nevertheless he will, especially in his
youth, go off on adventures. Peasants from the earliest times
have always been wandering over Europe, in search of work or
adventures, or with plans for colonization of new areas. Later
he is found migrating to the town or to foreign countries; to-day
his wanderings are only stopped by the economic conditions
which prevent his moving from country to town or to foreign
lands.

His mind not being clogged with words and phrases, he may
develop an amazing memory of matters in which he is directly
concerned. This high development of memory, combined with a
habit of telling stories that are passed from generation to genera-
tion, creates a traditional knowledge which may, of course,
though founded on fact, be somewhat inaccurate in detail.
He is often a fine judge of character: a quality that may operate
to his disadvantage, for he may trust and follow a man of high
character who, if he be a fanatic, may lead him astray.

He has a devotion to his work which is full of essential